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jects of their " beings end, and aim," 
and that they may carelessly view 

..« The beauteous mind, 

For virtue, bliss, eternity design'd," 

as an object not worthy of attention 
and improvement. They may also 
be afraid to study, lest they should be 
ridiculed by some ignorant coxcomb, 
who might say, 

« Banish, my fair, those studious looks. 

Oh ! what should beauty learn from crab- 
bed books ; 

Sweetly to speak, and sweetly smile, be 
thine. 

Beware, nor change that dimple to a line !" 

After contemplating the frivolity 
of such characters, and observing 
all the time occupied in useless 
pursuits, while the mind is left 
■uncultivated, a man of sepse and 
intelligence may be excused, if 
lie hastily form an unfavourable 
opinion of females. lie may justly 
exclaim, 

■..„,.." Are these your Joys? 

These all your cares I" 

But let him not, for the folly of a 
few individuals, condemn the whole 
sex ; let him reflect on all the fops 
and coxcombs of his acquaintance, 
and he will find, that frivolity and 
ignorance are not confined to one 
sex. 

When females take oare to im- 
prove their minds, they are rational, 
intelligent beings. Many of them 
are possessed of true taste, vivid 
imaginations, solid sense, fixed prin- 
ciples, and all the valuable qualities 
which adorn human nature. The 
cultivation of their minds does not 
prevent them from being useful in 
domestic life; as learning and good 
sense are not incompatible with the 
most minute attention to ?ill the 
peculiar duties, as well as all the 
elegant accomplishments which be- 
long to the female character. 

Jf it were necessary to prove, that 



females are capable of the highest 
attainments, I could adduce a num- 
ber of- highly respectable name.s; 
but I shall only refer any persoa 
who may have doubts on this sub- 
ject, to the various modern publica- 
tions of females, whose talents have 
been directed to the noble object 
of instructing and improving man- 
kind. 

When a female has once entered 
on the paths of knowledge, with a 
fixed resolution of improving her- 
self, she will be fully equal in sense 
and intelligence to any of the other 
sex, who have had the same oppor- 
tunities of instruction; but, unfor- 
tunately, knowledge has been so 
much decried, and ideas of inferior- 
ity so strongly impressed on the 
minds of female.?, that they have 
beeij too frequently content to re- 
main in ignorance. It is ungenerous, 
first to enslave the mind, and then 
to condemn females for being triflers. 

As man cannot degrade the fer 
male sex, without degrading the 
whole human race, and as no talent 
or virtue is exclusively masculine, 
or no fault or folly ej?clusively fe- 
minine, let not the contest in future 
be, which'sex shall be tlie most igr 
norant, but which shall be the most 
enlightened. 

CoatiEU4, 
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ON MODERN GEOGllAPHY AND TOPOi 

CiRAPHY. 

A MONO the discoveries of the 
-^ last fifty years, Geography and 
Topography appear to have come hi 
for a full portion. The former has 
been particularly enriched by the 
discoveries of Wallis, Gook, La Pe- 
rouse, and Vancouver; and in our 
list of travellers, Bruce, Vallianti^ 
Barrow, and the unfortunate Mungo 
Park, have added considerably tij 
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our stock of information, respecting 
the countries they have traversed. 

Our domestic topojjraphv has also 
received considerable addii ions, wi th- 
j» the above period, e.4peci»lly in 
Great Britain ; in England, by nu- 
merous county and parish historits ; 
and in Scotland, by Sir John Sin- 
daire's Statistical Survey, a work 
which presents a more comprehen- 
sive view ot that country than has 
yet been done of any other. 

Ireland has also received some no- 
tice, lately more than usual bv the 
occasional publication of Statistital 
Surveys of iis counties ; yet it were 
desirable that their authors would 
subjoin a fuller sketch of ih^ir his- 
tories and antiquities, which would 
doubtless add much to their v^lue, 
relieving the reader from the dryness 
inseparable from such surveys 

Lately, a work on the plan just 
noticed made its appearance, en- 
tilled the »* History and Antiquities 
of the County of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus ;" to which a Statistical 
Survey was annexed In it was 
given an account of the fishery of 
Carrickfergus bay, and a correct list 
of the fish caught, or seen there, 
with their Linnean and local- names; 
also some original notices respecting 
their habits ; yet, strange to tell, 
though this work was printed by 
subscription, the price only five shil- 
lings, and containing much interest- 
ing to the na'uralist and an'iquarian, 
the sale was so limited, that the 
author, I am informed, only Clear- 
ed expences ! 

The above fact will however ap- 
pear less surprising when we con- 
sider how little the Irish public seem 
interested to obtain a knowledge of 
their country, especially from na- 
tive productions ; as in fart they are 
inucb more inclined to purchase the 
flimsy compilations of British book- 
makers, who have generally never 
seen the country which they at- 



tempt to describe, except upon paper. 
In proof of this asseiiKm 1 sliali no- 
lice two publications which hovo- 
lately made their appearance in l.ori- 
don, from which the reader will be 
enabled to form' a just estimate of 
their mferit$. 

The first is a neat quarto volume, 
entitled "A Topographical Diction- 
ary of Ireland," printed and pub- 
lished in London, in 1810, written 
by Nicholas Carlisles, Fellow and 
Secretary to the London So( ietv of 
Antiquaries, In this work the learn- 
ed author mentions, repeatedly, a 
province of Jreland, called Ai-maf>b, 
which it is probable «e would be at 
some loss to find out, did he not in- 
form us of the towns in it, am^ng 
which is Larue, County Antrim ! 
Carrickfergus castle be desi ribf s as 
no longer garrisoned ; although foif 
many years past, it has had a garri- 
son composed of ariillery as well as 
infantry. Lord Donegall he repre« 
sents as the patron of the corpora- 
tion of CarricUfevgos, which error 
is equally gross as the last, the pre- 
sent burgess serving in parliament 
having been twice elected by the in- 
dependent interest, in opposition to 
Edward May, esq. ; now the Rev. 
Edward May, brother-in-law to the 
Marquis of Donegall. 

The next work is a Geography, 
two volumes large quarto, by John 
Smith, L.L D. entitled " Smith's 
Modern Geography," in which the 
author has presented us with the fol- 
lowing unaccountable blunders, in 
the article Ireland ; and perhaps 
theie may be other mistakes, as my 
revifw was a very cursory one. 

Antrim town, he says, is a very 
ancient borough, whose mayor was 
once admiral of a considerable ex- 
tent of coast, as well in Down as the 
County of Antrim ; and thai ihe cor- 
poration enjoyed ihe custom of all 
vessels nit bin its jiirisdiction ; he 
also adds, it is a populous place. 
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with a good roadstead and peir. 
Now Aiitrim was not created a bo- 
roufih until 1665 ; it never had a 
mayor, nor even a chief magistrate ; 
it never enjoyed the customs of any 
vesseU whatsoever, nor possessed 
jurisdiction over any coast ; it 
scarcely contains 2000 inhabitants; 
it is not a sea-port ; and its road- 
rtead and peir on Lough Neagb, if 
such thef rnay be called, hardly af- 
ford shelter for a fishing boat ! Bal- 
lycastle he represents to have glass- 
works, where none now exist, that 
manufacture having been long dis- 
continued there. The harbour of 
Bangor, County of Down, he says is 
about three miles fronj the town, 
where, in fact, it is at it. Carrick- 
fergus, he says, is a considerable 
place, with a linen-hall ; yet Car- 
rickfergus is a small town, and never 
had a linen ball ! 

Many other things are equally 
erroneous; for instance, be informs 
MS, that the river Bann rises in the 
Heveagh mountains, though it is welt 
known there are no mountains of 
that nanie in Ireland. Granite, we 
are told, is tbund five miles ttorth 
of Belfast, though it is notorious no 
such stone is found in that country ; 
and the plant tormentil he repre- 
sents as being tised as a substitute 
for oak bark, in tanning, although 
no plants whatever are used hfcre 
in that business. To complete the 
list of errors, he says the rebellion 
of 1798 broke out on the 23d March, 
instead of the 23d May ; and that 
the magpie is not found in Ireland, 
though it is a very cooitnon bird.— ^ 
In the name of all that's miarvellous, 
where did this learned Doctor collect 
such extraordinary infortnatimi ! ! ! 
Such are the faithful accounts 
published in London of this country ; 
«nd such, puffed off by reviewers, 
equally ignorant of its real state, 
find a place in the library of credu- 
lous John Bull i and are also im- 



ported here, and, strange, "passing; 
strange," bought at a high price, 
with considerable avidity. It is, 
however, to be wished that some 
author, already distinguished as aa 
impartial historian, would give us- 
the ancient and present slat« of Ire- 
land ; such a work being highly a 
desideratum in modern literature. 

at.s. 

Antrim, August 29 l!i, 1812. 
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ON THE ADVANTAGES OF A HABIT- 
OF HEFLECTION. 

TpOR the improveinentof the mind, 
-^ and the full developenient of its 
faculties, nothing is more indispen<' 
sably necessary than a habit of r&i 
flection. Our outward senses wilt 
prove of very liille service^ in the 
acquirement of useful and lasting 
knowledge, and indeed we may ak 
most as well be without them> if 
we do not reflect much, and patient- 
ly, on the inforinatioii they conveys 

Tlie food we take will not noorish 
the frame, until it be acted upon^ 
and animalized by the proper or- 
gans; and, in like maimer, the in* 
formation we receive, and the new 
ideas we acquire, can never become 
our own, till we have digested and 
assimilated them to the mind, by the 
no less necessary process of refiec* 
tion. 

Solitude and silence have been 
sought by the wise of all ages; ia 
the midst thereof, they conversed 
with their own hearts, and putting 
aside the delusions of the world, by- 
profound meditation they ennobled 
their souls, communed in secret with 
the Deity, and received a minute 
poriion of his eternal wisilon>. Their 
discourses, the result of deep and 
long contiiiueil contemplation, im- 
pressed their hearers with the idea 
that they were inspired, aad their 



